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was not able to converse with him in Spanish; and we
had many long talks on different subjects. He was
anxious for information on all manner of questions con-
nected with English politics and political life; and he
was naturally much interested in England's military
organisation. The expedition into Abyssinia which
ended in the capture of Magdala and the death of King
Theodore had recently taken place, and many of us
were rather inclined to deprecate its value as a triumph
of British arms, seeing that the enemy were able to
make such a poor resistance and that there was hardly
any serious fighting. I well remember, however, that
Prim took a totally different view and declared with
emphasis that he should have been only too proud to
have organised such an expedition and carried it to such
a complete success. He pointed out with great effect
the perplexity and the magnitude of the difficulties
which nature had put in the way of the enterprise, the
mountains to be got over, the ravines to be penetrated,
the climate which had to be endured, the long, minute,
and careful preparations which had to be made in ad-
vance for every step of the way, the difficulties of move-
ment, the difficulties of commissariat, the manner in
which at every mile of the road the General had to be
in readiness for a possible attack at any moment, the
manner in which the whole work had been done up to
time, and the complete success achieved at the smallest
possible sacrifice of life. Prim's own personal experi-
ences in North Africa had given him ample opportunity
of studying such campaigning enterprises; and there
was something of a positively artistic feeling in the
admiration which he expressed for the conduct of the
British commander. He reminded me strongly of some
great painter or sculptor who glows with generous en-
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